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1874.—Third Month 15th.—* Now, if we can 
only pursue in the pathway of life unto Him.” 
I think I have the expression quoted somewhere, 
“The path of light is living,” and does not an 
earnest character find it so, that he must keep 
his new nature renewed day byday? . . . 
No doubt you have your dippings and baptisms, 
but through all the blessed Master is near and 
watches over the gold with tender interest. “ In 
your patience, possess ye your souls. But there 
shall not an hair of your head perish.” What 
a wonderful assertion! True, though, for we 
know that it is from the lip of Truth. He 
knows how to encompass as with a shield, all 
those who trust in Him. The little tract, 
“What Is It” [of which she was the author], is 
being stereotyped. It passed the committee 
without dissent, except the desire for the chil- 
dren to mind their parents and friends. Some 
thought the parents might not always be fit to 
direct their children and give proper commands. 

29th.— Alluding to two unsavory supplica- 
tions in meeting, she says: “I could not enjoy 
either of the prayers. Pouring out our natural 
desires seems more appropriate for the closet. I 
think there isa deeper baptism and inspiration 
needed for our public approaches to the throne 
of Grace.” 

Fourth Month 3rd.—At home to-day because 
of a hemorrhage of the lungs—a little last night 
also. It is a long time since I wrote in this 
journal, and much has transpired. My mind 
was drawn to visit Trenton, N. J., and E. and 
8. Richie went with me. It was not a time of 
abounding, but I hope the good cause did not suf- 
fer. P.and E.C. D.entertained us very kindly, 
and we dined at Henry Wood’s. 

20th.—Second-day.—This is Yearly Meeting 
week, and yesterday was my birth-day, and I 
am laid upon a sick-bed. Surely “ Man pro- 
poses, but God disposes.” This is the third week 
of my sickness, and I am not yet allowed to sit 
up. Thou, oh, Lord, seems near me; be pleased 
to teach me every lesson it is thy design I should 
learn from this illness. 

29th.—Quite a snow-storm this morning, con- 
tinuing for nearly two hours. The roofs and 
pavements are quite white. Now about noon 
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the sun is shining and the snow all gone. I am 
sitting up in bed, gradually recovering. Oh, 
Father in heaven, be pleased to bow down thy 
ear and hear my cry for help, to walk with 
greater nearness unto thee. Oh, keep my spirit 
seasoned with thy grace. 

Fifth Month 6th.—This is the fifth week of 
my sickness, and I am able to sit up in a chair 
twice a day for half an hour. 

11th.—First-day. I am down stairs; came 
down yesterday, and feel pretty strong. 

21st.—Came to Bryn Mawr to spend a little 
time with my dear friends, W. and D.C.S. 
They have indeed a lovely home out here, and 
sweet Christian kindness and careful govern- 
ment of temper reigning iw the hearts of the 
heads thereof, makes it delightful to be with 
them. 

Sixth Month 2nd.—Came into town again 
much improved in health. Went to meeting for 
the first time. Parvin Masters and Mary Town- 
send were married. P. E.and E. Sharpless had 
good service. I added my mite at the last in 
regard to the solemn covenant and the need of 
making a similar covenant with the Lord our 
God. “Oh, that thou hadst hearkened to my 
commandments, then had thy peace been asa 
river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the 
sea.” 

7th.—Came down ta Cape May by the kind 
invitation of Anna P. Cook, and am remaining 
at her house. 

10th. — Awakened quite sick; had hemor- 
rhages in the night, felt quiet and peaceful. 
Some return the next day and sent for a physi- 
cian. Soon much better and able to be about 
again. 

14th.—First-day. Sat down together to wor- 
ship God, some others coming in besides Anna’s 
family. A solemn time, and I hope a time of 
refreshment to some. 

21st.—A gain several of us assembled for wor- 
ship, and oh, that the seed so often sown in the 
hearts of some may indeed bear fruit. “Come, 
see a man who told me all things that ever I 
did,” was the language of my heart. A. P. C. 
knelt at the last, and poured out her heart’s 
desire for her household, herself and family. I 
thank thee, oh, Father, for the blessing of hav- 
ing been here, and I humbly implore thy mer- 
cies upon her, for all her kindness to me. Re- 
strain, O, Lord, and guide and preserve her 
children from the evil path; keep them inno- 
cent and tender. 

27th.—Came to West Chester to Ann Shep- 

ard’s, 
, 28th.—First-day meeting large. It is a blessed 
thing to be gathered inward to the Source and 
Centre of all Good. 

Seventh Month 6th.—Came on Seventh-day 
to be with W. and A. M. T. for some time. A 
pleasant visit with A. How thankful I am for 
so many favors and kindnesses. To-day we learn 
of the funeral of Mary Lippincott. 

15th.—Went to Whiteland Meeting. Dined 
at I. and A. W. Hall’s. Sarah Williams there. 
They have just lost their brother Jesse, 
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17th.—Tea at Anne Pim’s, aged eighty-two, 
and a very upright and smart woman. Her 
natural force seems scarcely abated. 

On the tenth of the month there was a sad 
accident at Atlantic City. Several persons went 
out sailing, and in returning the boat upset. 
Anna Roberts, Offley Sharpless, wife and two 
children were drowned. 

Eighth Month 7th.—I am on the eve of de- 
parture from West Chester to Parkerville for a 
three weeks’ visit, having been here six weeks, 
the last five with W.and A.M.T. It has been 
so delightful here. My spirit seems so united 
to theirs if Christian fellowship and the spir- 
itual warfare. We have visited several meetings 
together, and I can acknowledge that heavenly 
help has been near, to my humbling admiration. 
I feel helped spiritually, and my health has 
improved very much. 

Ninth Month 5th.—To-morrow I commence 
school, if health permits. 

On the Fourth-day before leaving West Ches- 
ter was their Monthly Meeting. 

To-day Zechariah second chapter, verse five, 
seems to be for my health and strength—* For 
I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall ot 
fire round about, and will be the glory in the 
midst of her.” Oh, my Lord, bless me, bless and 
preserve me, keep me close to thy side. 

Alluding to this subject in a letter, she says: 

“T was so thankful to hear of your good visit 
from Better times coming, and we 
can serve Him as much by suffering his will, as 
doing it. How thankful I am too, for my de- 
lightful sojourn with you. My spirit bows in 
humility and praise. I have opened so many 
times upon Zechariah second chapter, verse five. 
Tt seemed almost new to me, and so sweet. If 
we can only lay hold upon it, and keep inward 
with our Light and Guide as much as we long 
to do. H. Scull referred to the words in 
connection with Jehovah : ‘ Jehovah Jireh! The 
Lord will provide,’ ‘Jehovah Nissi—the Lord 
my banner,’ ‘ Jehovah Shalom—the Lord send 

ace.’ Are they not beautiful ?” 

20th.—I am improving in health, but am I 
improving in gentleness and meekness? I fear 
my manner has not been so quiet and gentle 
with the children during the past week, as it 
should have been. Be pleased in thy mercy to 
forgive me, oh, Father, and heal me ; strengthen 
me, oh, Lord, to be calm and quiet and govern 
in quietness, for I feel persuaded nothing else 
will so reach the witness for Thee in the hearts 
of the children. Oh, Father, I abhor myself, 
and repent and beg to be restored to the sub- 
dued peaceful manners of thy true children. 
Set thy fear before my eyes all the day long, I 
beseech of Thee, for thou art worthy to be 
served. 

27th.—A better week, but had to be decided. 
I did try to bring them (the unruly ones), to 
the fear of the Lord, showing that He was ready 
to forgive. 

After attending a funeral, she wrote, Tenth 
Month 15th: “J. S. S. said a little up-stairs. 
We both felt something. Many are the afflic- 
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tions of the righteous, but the ‘ Lord delivereth 
him out of them all.’ It opened so plainly the 
difference between those that had no Anchor, 
and those who are on the Rock. One is deliv- 
ered out of his afflictions, while the other is 
forced to seek alleviation from outward sources 
until they are all found to be as the shifting 
sand, and they are lost in perdition. Let us 
hold fast our confidence, our anchor on the 
Rock. ‘ He delivereth them out of them all.’” 

Tenth Month 18th.—At Haverford Meeting, 
Clarkson Sheppard and wife, also J. S. E. were 
at meeting, Ciarkson largely engaged in testi- 
mony, J. 5S. E. a little at the last. My mite 
was also added, a desire for some that they 
might bow in submission, be willing to let the 
Master come in as with a whip of small cords, 
and cleanse and purify the temnle of the heart. 
Clarkson’s text was: “ If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with me.” They dined at Haver- 
ford College. My little scholars seem brought 
into good order again. 

28th.—She writes in reference to a place to 
board : ‘“ This morn dear S. A. R. went to S. A. 
Cooper’s and asked about rooms, and finds three 
spare ones, so to-morrow I intend to go and en- 
gage, if it seems as bright. She and her daugh- 
ter are kind.” 

Alluding to a recent visit to some friends 
under trial, she says: “ How often since being 
with you, has my spirit been in sympathy with 
your sufferings. Have we not been baptized 
together, but in the baptism we feel that He, 
our blessed Lord, is with us, sanctifying, bless- 
ing. ‘In all their afflictions He was afflicted, 
and the angel of his presence saved them.’ I 
feel that there is salvation and preservation in 
meekly bowing to his will. The cup that my 
Father has given me, shall I not drink it? 
Please tell W that I believe all things will 
work together for his eternal good, for he loves 
the Master. Think of the white robe of right- 
eousness that the great tribulations bring, who 
would want to be without them? Then let us 
love Him ardently and centre our treasure in 
heaven. My love kindly to him and thy own 
dear self. Your kindness is like balm, and the 
reward for the cup of cold water is sure.” 

Extract from a letter dated Twelfth Month 
6th, 1874: “ How interesting THe FrienpD is 
this week. I recognize W’s handiwork in the 
account of W. E. Udderzook, i «ok 
. . «. « The blessed Master knows how to 
use us; how to bring us forward in his work, 
and then to help us to lay all crowns at his feet 
and to wear our wreath humbly when returned. 
Is it not so true, ‘ My times are in thy hand,’ and 
it is so sweet to look to Him in everything, to 
feel that He knows our situations, and will order 
all things for our eternal good. I was struck 
with a remark of John Woolman’s in the (Life 
of) S. L. Grubb. It said ‘ he was brought into 
a low season, and in it he remembered he had 
called God Father, and he felt that he loved 
Him. S&S. F. B. gave me a printed poem on 
John Woolman which contained these lines : 

























































































































































































































































** There is glory to me in thy name, 
Meek follower of Bethlehem’s Child. 
More touching by far than the splendor of fame 
By which the vain world is beguiled. 
’Tis the glory of goodness, the praise of the just, 
Which outlives even death, and is fragrant in dust.’ 


“T have thought how fragrant his name was.” 
(To be continued.) 
———_>->—___ - 

Gop respects not the arithmetic of our pray- 
ers, how many they are; nor the rhetoric of 
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of our prayers, how melodious they are; nor 


the logic of our prayers, how methodical they 
are—but the divinity of our prayers, how heart- 
sprung they are. Not gifts, but graces, prevail 
in prayer.—Selected. 


eo 


From “ THE [LONDON] FRIEND.” 
Persecuted For Love’s Sake. 


Scattered items of news have appeared of late 
in the Russian newspapers, to the effect that some 
sect of “ Doukhobors,” (spiritual wrestlers, have 
been misconducting themselves in some way, and 
have been subjected to repressive measures by 
the Russian Government. But, unfortunately, 
very few people know definitely who those Douk- 
hobors are, how they have evoked the displeas- 
ure of the Government, or what punishment 
has been inflicted on them for their offences. 
The absence of any detailed accounts of the 
matter is due to the fact that in this case (as 
in all its dealings with the so-called sectarian 
movement) the Russian Government, though 
it considers its conduct justifiable, tries care- 
fully to hide its deeds from the knowledge of 
the rest of the populaticn. It does this by ela- 
borate restriction of all endeavors to find out 
and to proclaim the true facts of the case; not 
to mention that the censor decides what news 
may be printed. 

We therefore think it desirable to make known 
to others, in a brief form, the trustworthy infor- 
mation concerning the present state of the Douk- 
hobors which we have obtained with great dif- 
ficulty, and have carefully verified. We feel 
sure that a knowledge of their real intentions, 
conduct, and sufferings will evoke in the readers 
those feelings of sympathy and compassion which 
are so dear to men who sacrifice themselves for 
the sake of what they hold to be the truth. 

Of the whole twenty thousand so-called Douk- 
hobors living in the Caucasus, twelve thousand 
men are, and have been for the last two years, 
suffering most cruel persecution. More than 
four thousand of them, deprived of the possi- 
bility of supplying themselves with the most 
elementary necessaries of life, are suffering from 
cold, hunger, disease of all kinds, and general 
exhaustion. Many have already died, others 
are dying at the present moment, and they are 
all in danger of being exterminated if the per- 
secution is not stopped. These people are per- 
secuted because their religious convictions do 
not allow them to fulfil those demands of the 
Government which are, directly or indirectly, 
connected with the slaughter of their fellow- 
men. 

Their belief is, that to man has been given 
the possibility of perceiving in his own soul the 
voice of the indwelling God, to whom he owes 
obedience more than to the dictates of his per- 
sonal desire, or to the external demands of 
others which clash with this voice. This inner 
voice, in the conception of the Doukhobors, is 
simply love; which should primarily be directed 
towards God, and be expressed in doing his 
will, and secondly to man, and be expressed 
chiefly in abstaining from all that is opposed 
to their well-being—for instance, from irrita- 
tion, anger, fighting, murder, war, military ser- 
vice, and every form of violence. 

“The Spirit of God lives in us and gives us 
life,” writes one of them in reply to our ques- 
tion, what they meant by “the Book of Life.” 
He who is pure in body and in his acts, meek 
and humble, never disputes with anyone, never 
contradicts*anyone, follows after good, and with- 
draws himself, from evil deeds. who loves the 


our prayers, how long they are ; nor the music| Lord his God with all his heart, with all his 





















Third Mo. 6, 1897 


en 


soul, and with all his mind, and also loves his 
neighbor, and all who surround him, as him. 


self; in a word, he who does not harm an 
living thing on earth, but fulfils the law of 
God, and has a conscience pure and unspotted 
—such a man has “the Book of Life.” The 
Deity, according to the Doukhobors, dwells in 
the soul of man; and there, consequently, is 
the real temple of God. Temples built with 
hands, ceremonies, and sacraments they alto- 
gether reject. “God, they say, is a Spirit, and 
it is in spirit that we must bow down and pray.” 
The religion of the Doukhobors is purely spirit- 
ual, aud they willingly call themselves not only 
Christians, but also “ Doukhobors,” taking this 
name as meaning that they live by the Spirit 
(doukh), and in the Spirit wrestle (boryatsya) 
with evil. 

The attitude of the Doukhobors to the Gov- 
ernment and the authorities is expressed by the 
following words of theirs: “ We remember that 
it is said, ‘ Render unto God that which is God’s, 
and to Cresar that which is Ceesar’s,’ and we do 
not oppose the authorities if they demand from 
us that which is not forbidden by God; but 
that which is God’s we cannot give up. We 
are ready to lay down our life for any man, 
and would lay it down for the Tsar if we saw 
him in distress; if, for instance, he were drown- 
ing, or people were killing him, or he were badly 
off in some other way, we should be ready to 
lay down our lives for him as well as for any 
other man. Only we will not kill people for 
anyone; the right way to defend people from 
their foes is not with arms, but with words of 
truth. Truth should be spoken straight to 
people’s faces, and then they will be ashamed 
to do evil deeds. It is a fearful sin to lift one’s 
hand against a brother-man. It is sad to kill 
even a little bird.” 

After their first appearance, in the middle of 
the last century, the Doukhobors were soon 
subjected to various forms of persecution by 
the Government, because their consciences for- 
bade their complying with some demands of 
the authorities, especially with the demand to 
serve in the army. The Doukhobors always 
based their refusal of military service, and of 
participation in other forms of violence, on 
Christ’s teaching, and on conscientious motives 
which every Christian is bound to respect. In 
order, therefore, to find a pretext for persecu- 
ting, judging, and punishing them, the real re- 
ligious ground for their conduct was usually 
concealed, and other reasons, generally of a 
political and criminal character, were attributed 
to them. It was stated that the Doukhobors 
were rebels, that they roused people against the 
authorities, and committed a number of other 
criminal offences— robberies, murder, money- 
forging, debauchery, ete. 

The primary and chief propagators of these 
libels were the representatives of the Orthodox 
Church, which the Doukhobors, from their re- 
ligious convictions, repudiated. The Orthodox 
Church, as is well known, is protected by the 
Government, cellects its revenues with its assis- 
tance, and in its turn justifies and blesses every 
demand of its protector, however contrary to 
the teaching of Christ such a demand may be. 
The prayers to “ tread enemies underfoot,” and 
the Church’s demonstrative and official partici- 
pation in all the military organizations for hu- 
man slaughter, are striking illustrations of this. 
It is, therefore, natural that the convictions and 
conduct of such people as the Doukhobors, serv- 
ing as a lively reproach to the representatives 
of the Orthodox Church for their own apostacy 
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from Christ, should evoke in the latter feelings 
of anger and even of hatred. 

Not having power to decide the fate of the 
Doukhobors at their own free will, the church 
authorities, who wish to distroy them, sought to 
discredit them before the civil power, which 
alone could inflict punishment. In the case of 
the Doukhobors, the same thing was repeated 
which was first seen in Christian history when 
Christ was libelled by the Jewish high priests 
before Pilate, and which still continues in Rus- 
sia to-day in the case of all the so-called sec- 
tarians, whom the representatives of the Estab- 
lished Church try to represent as political crimi- 
nals—accusing some of Socialism, some of de- 
bauchery, and others of anarchism, etc. 

Although these revolting libels are in con- 
tradiction to the whole teaching and life of the 
Doukhobors, people have always been found 
who readily believed such reports. The Russian 
Government believed them, and consequently 
inflicted cruel punishments on the Doukhobors. 
At the end of the last century large numbers 
of them were imprisoned and sent to penal ser- 
vitude, where they were beaten to death. Only 
the Emperor Alexander I. forms an exception. 
Distrusting the reports and libels against the 
Doukhobors he appointed a special Commission 
to investigate the movement; and when the 
Commission, after careful investigation, reported 
that the Doukhobors were neither rebels nor 
political criminals, but peaceful, honest, sober, 
and good people, he issued more than one ukase 
defending them from the fanaticism of the priests 
and from persecution at the hands of the local 
administrators. In contradiction to the de- 
mands of the Archbishop Job of Ekaterinoslaff, 
who slandered the Doukhobors and demanded 
their banishment, and, in general, that rigorous 
measures should be taken for the destruction, 
in his words, of “so harmful, offensive to God, 
and soul-destroying a heresy,” Alexander L., in 
his ukase of ninth December, 1816, addressed to 
the Military Governor of Kherson, wrote :—* Is 
it seemly for an enlightened Christian Govern- 
ment to turn wanderers back to the bosom of the 
Church by cruel aod harsh means—tortures, 
banishments, and so forth? The teaching of 
the Saviour of the world, Who came on earth 
to seek and save those who were lost, cannot 
be instilled by violence and executions, and 
cannot minister to the extinction of those it is 
desired to recall to the way of Truth. True be- 
lief is instilled by the grace of the Lord through 
persuasion, teaching, mildness, and good exam- 

les. Cruelty convinces no one, but rather 

ardens them. All the rigorous measures which 
were exhausted on the Doukhobors during the 
thirty years preceding the year 1801, so far 
from destroying that sect, more and more in- 
creased the number of its followers. All these 
circumstances show clearly enough that it is 
now meet not to consider any project for a fresh 
banishment of these people, but rather to think 
of defending them from all excessive exactions 
on account of their difference of opinion in 
matters of salvation and conscience, with re- 
ference to which neither compulsion nor op- 
pression can ever have any part.” The same 
Alexander I. decreed that the Doukhobors 
should be allowed to return from banishment 
and from prison, and granted them permission 
to emigrate from various parts of Russia to the 
“Molotchniya Vodi,” in the Tavritchiski Gov- 
ernment. But when, in the reign of Nicholas 
I., the enemies of the Doukhobors renewed their 
calumnies and denunciations, the Emperor be- 
lieved them, and by his orders, in the forties, 
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the Doukhobors were torn from their homes 
and settlement, and moved, as criminals, to the 
“Wet Mountains” in the Caucasus. 

How unfounded were the accusations of riot- 
ing, debauchery, and all kinds of crime brought 
against the Doukhobors, may be seen, in addi- 
tion to other evidence, by the fact that, living 
in the Caucasus during the two following reigas 
of Alexander II. and Alexander III., which 
lasted for half a century, the Doukhobors were 
not found guilty of any one of the crimes of 
which they have been accused, and which would 
certainly have appeared had they been habitual 
to them. But, on the contrary, by their peace- 
ful, honest, temperate, and industrious life, the 
Doukhobors earned the general respect not only 
of their Russian neighbors and of the Circassian 
mountaineers, but even of the representatives 
of the military and civil power, with whom they 
were in excellent repute. 

The locality to which the Doukhobors were 
banished by Nicholas I. is situated in what now 
is the Akhalkalaksky District of the Tiflis Gov- 
ernment. It was expected, as is mentioned al- 
ready in the Ordinance of the Committee of 
Ministers of sixth February, 1826, that here, 
in the vicinity of Turkey and Persia, surround- 
ed by warlike tribes, who at that time had not 
yet been subdued, and who continually com- 
mitted raids on the Russian settlements, the 
Doukbobors would not be able to maintain 
their principle of not resisting evil by violence; 
and that, in any case, the damp and unfavora- 
ble climate and the extremely unproductive 
soil of the locality assigned to them would pre- 
vent their increasing in numbers or again col- 
lecting wealth. But these expectations of the 
Government were not realized; and we have 
here once more an illustration of the incredible 
physical obstacles which can be surmounted by 
people who live a moral life. 

Notwithstanding the exceptionally unfavora- 
ble conditions in which the colony of Douk- 
hobors was situated, they, to the astonishment 
of everyone, began to flourish; and their num 
bers, after a time, increased so largely that they 
were crowded for room, and the surplus popu- 
lation emigrated, partly to the Elisavetpol Gov- 
ernment, and partly to the recently acquired 
district of Kars. But having grown rich, that 
fate befel the Doukhobors which usually befalls 
people who try to serve two masters—God and 
mammon. Under the influence of material pros- 
perity they degenerated morally. Influenced by 
avarice, they began to go to law in the Govern- 
ment courts; in order not to be interfered with, 
they bribed the local authorities, who, in the 
Caucasus, are almost all venal; for the mainten- 
ance of external order they appointed leaders 
amongst themselves, who inflicted punishments 
by force; and having lost their manly firmness, 
they began to enter the military service when, 
in the reign of the Emperor Alexander III., 
this was demanded of them. They began also 
to smoke, to drink, and to keep arms for the 
defence of their riches. But although they 
temporarily, in external life, renounced the de- 
mands of their faith, yet in their inner con- 
sciousness they never abandoned their funda- 
mental principles; and consequently, as soon 
as events disturbed their material well-being the 
religious spirit which had guided their fathers 
reawoke within them. 

The apparent cause of their religious revival 
was the circumstance that after the death, nine 
years ago, of the woman Kalmykova, who was 
their leader, her relations and their adherents, 
by bribing the local authorities, arranged mat- 
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ters so that the communal funds of the Douk- 
hobors were declared to be the private property 
of the deceased, and therefore had to pass, as 
an inheritance, to the nearest relations of Kal- 
mykova. This revolting injustice split the Douk- 
hobors, in 1887, into two parties. One, the 
“large party,” consisting of fifteen thousand 
people, demanded that the communal money 
should be refunded, and acknowledged as their 
leader Kolmykova’s former assistant, Peter Veri- 
gin, whom, before dying, she had appointed to 
be her successor; the “small party,” consisting 
of the other five thousand people, took the side 
of those who had obtained the communal funds, 
and tried in every way, especially by accusa- 
tions to the Government and bribes to its repre- 
sentatives, to ruin Verigin and his followers. 

Outwardly they succeeded in this. Verigin 
was banished to the extreme north, and his 
nearest friends suffered a similar exile. But 
the evident injustice of this persecution pro- 
duced the most beneficial spiritual results on 
Verigin, his friends, and on the “large party” 
of the Doukhobors. 

antapmidnasaaitigienasans 


A Letrer FROM CHARLES DINGLE TO HIS 
DauGHTER MARTHA, WHILE TEACHING 
Scuoot at New GARDEN, Oagto. 


Affectionate Daughter :—In reading one of thy 
late letters to thy sister H., I found that thy 
remote situation, separated from thy near con- 
nections and associates in these parts proved 
considerably trying to thee, which impressed 
my miad with sympathy, but nevertheless af- 
forded satisfaction in finding it had a tendency 
to promote iu thy mind serious thoughtfulness, 
which caused thee to express some tender feel- 
ings which had taken place in one of thy soli- 
tary walks. I was glad to find thou had such 
walks or opportunities of solitude, and my de- 
sire for thee is that thou may more and more 
be concerned to cultivate and cherish this dis- 
position. Then, no doubt, it will produce de- 
licious fruits of retirement, which will far exceed 
all the trifling waste-time pursuits and creaturely 
gratifications which so much and so easily beset 
and mislead many of the children of men. Well 
assured I am, it is for want of a true sense of 
the unspeakable loss sustained in being diverted 
from, and divested of, this sweet, soul-enlivening 
enjoyment, which, indeed, is to be found in fre- 
quent and fervent retirement. Yea, this is the 
direct path that leads to the banqueting-house, 
where we shall oft find (as we are thus concerned 
to be fitted for it) admission, and the banner 
over us to be love. This is a prize worth leaving 
all to obtain. Thus the spiritual life, by virtue 
of a Divine influence, comes to have dominion 
in us, and our ability increases to hold converse 
with the spiritual appearance of Him who will 
become the chiefest amongst ten thousand. And 
thus, as we are concerned to draw near to Him 
in secret, we shall be induced to acknowledge 
that one hour in his presence is better than a 
thousand elsewhere. Yea, how doth this ex- 
perience enlarge and sweeten, not only our spir- 
itual life, but also our temporal enjoyments of 
the good things of this life. Yes, we shall soon 
find that it is good for a young man, and of 
course for a young woman, or, indeed, for any 
of us, to sit alone and keep silence, not only as 
to the outward, but, as much as may be, from 
every hindering, obtruding thought, save only 
in a hope and reliance on Him who hath said, 
“Ask and it shall be given you; seek and ye 
shall find ; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” 
And when we have found this hid and heavenly 
treasure, how are we convinced that we have 
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the officer who went to the room of the boy, 
Bristol. He was found lying on a bed. On a 
chair by the bedside was a yellow-covered vol- 
ume giving the adventures of the James boys, 
bank and train robbers. The officer said to the 
boy, as he took him in charge, that such stories 
were very exciting. Bristol said, yes, but he 
thought they were a pack of lies. In the room 
of the leader, Hildreth, were found a revolver, 
several packs of cards, ‘ blood and-thunder’ nov- 
els, boxing-gloves, ete. The novels found were 
published by ——, of New York City. One of 
them bears the startling title ‘The Last Dark 
Deeds of the James Boys; or, The Great Rub- 
bery on the Rock Island Road.’ On the outside 
of the back cover is a list of over one hundred 
novels relating to the James boys. 

“This is the kind of trash,” says the Rome 
editor, “that the young train wreckers were 
fond of reading, and which inflamed their minds 
and turned their weak brains to such an extent 
that they worked themselves up to commit a 
criminal deed that stands without a parallel in 
the history of the country.” 

Dozens, if not hundreds, of the daily and reli- 
gious papers of the land made similar acknowl- 
edgment. The Rome train derailment case, with 
its tragic and fatal accompaniments, and all the 
direct evidence as to cause and effect which it 
supplied, brought with it at least the shock of a 
much needed awakening. 

Going back to the editorial in the Evening 
Post, the writer makes some remarks on homi- 
eidal mania, as induced by lurid pictures and 
details of assassination, expresses the view that 
“the American press is the worst in the world 
as the recorder and provoker of crime,” and 
takes issue with Elbridge T. Gerry that it (the 
press) has never yet disregarded an appeal 
“based on principles of public morality and 
public decency.” He is forced to believe, by 
what he has observed, that the money argument 
has much more weight than exhortation. 

“We do not propose,” he impetuously con- 
cludes, “‘ to waste any breath on newspaper pro- 

rietors. It is to the general public, to the 
Christian men and women who buy their daily 
poison, to the business men and philanthropists 
who keep their wretched and infectious sheets 
alive by advertising in them, that the appeal 
should be made. ‘Theirs is the responsibility, 
and in their hands is the remedy.”* 

That is a bold breaking away from a slavish 
“editorial courtesy,” and a note of dissent from 
a quarter where it has long been greatly needed. 
It is likewise a pointing to the practical remedy 
necessary to be laid hold of by a very large 
number of advertisers and readers, before there 
can be any improvement in the make-up of our 
daily papers generally. Most of the morning 
dailies of Philadelphia issue their papers on the 
first day of the week the same as on other days, 
with the difference that the “Sunday ” issue is the 
most objectionable of the seven, and the highest 
priced. One of these, which I lately scanned, 
contained thirty-eight pages of matter, together 
with a twelve-page (smaller size page) supple- 
ment of vulgar jest and pictured indecency. 
The reading matter was of the world, its busi- 
ness, politics, sports and vanities, while many 
of the advertisements were absolutely vicious. 
Can any serious minded person doubt that it is 
his plain duty to refuse to patronize such a sheet 
—not simply the First-day issue, but the publi- 


* The Evening Post stands nearly alone among the 
large dailies of the country in refusing to publish the 
accounts of horse races. 
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cation itself? The abstention from “ pernicious 
reading” and from “the corrupting influences of 
worldly associations,” referred to in the third 
query of our Book of Discipline, would seem to 
commend a pretty general uniformity of testi- 
mony and practice in the above indicated par- 
ticular. Jostan W. LEEps. 


A Copy or AN Essay or A TESTIMONY FROM 
WestLanD MontTaiy MEETING CONCERN- 
ING CHARLES DINGEE, WHO DIED THE 30th 
or Twe.Lrra Monts, 1815. 

“ Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shall 
be called the children of God.” ‘“ Blessed are 
they who do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, for they shall be filled.” 

For the sake of survivors, and as a small 
tribute due to the memory of our departed 
Friend, we feel engaged to give forth this short 
testimony concerning him. We believe that in 
the morning of his day he was acquainted with 
the voice of the Shepherd of Israel; and with 
his heart-tendering visitation ; and by obedience 
to the discoveries of light, experienced a growth 
in the ever blessed and unchangeable Truth, 
and became qualified for usefulness in Society 
in different respects. 

Since his removal among us he was reap- 
pointed to the station of an elder, which place 
he filled so much to the satisfaction of his 
friends, that in the remembrance of him, the 
language of Holy Writ occurs, “The path of 
the just is as a shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day.” 

His death was sudden, having spent a part of 
the evening preceding his close according to his 
usual practice in devotional retirement (as we 
apprehend ), he afterwards prepared to take his 
natural rest, laid down in apparent health and 
in a little time expired, having attained to the 
sixty-fourth year of his age. 


oro 


For ‘‘ THE FRIEND,” 
“The memory of the just is blessed.” 
“The fathers where are they, and the prophets 
do they live f»rever?” 


These passages seem appropriate to the mem- 
ory of our dearly beloved Friend, Samuel F. 
Balderston. 

His careful and consistent Christian walk in 
life among us, and his constant desire to live in 
— and love with all men, and to the glory of 

is Divine Master, seem to make it incumbent 
upon survivors that some memoranda should be 
preserved of him—for such examples are rare. 

He was the son of Ely and Esther Balder- 
ston, and was born in the city of Baltimore, 
the twenty-second of Eleventh Month, 1810. 
His parents, grandparents and great-grand- 
parents were members of the Society of Friends, 
and included among them several who were 
worthy elders and gifted ministers. 

He was of a tender conscience and spirit from 
childhood, and was mercifully kept from viola- 
tion of the moral law, although he deeply felt, 
very early in life, the tendency to sin, and the 
need of Divine help to overcome it. 

He was sent to Westtown School when in his 
eleventh year, and remained there for two years. 
His recollection of this time and the attachment 
formed for some of the teachers and scholars 
continued to be a source of pleasure to him 
through life. While at the school a sermon 
preached by Samuel Bettle, Sr., had a powerful 
effect upon his heart, which was never dissi- 
pated. In his seventeenth year he consciously 
and understandingly relinquished worldly hon- 
ors and hopes, and accepted the rule of the 
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meek and lowly One, whom he received and 
obeyed as Redeemer, Prophet, Priest and King, 
as his wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption. By obedience to this Jight and 
leading he followed Him unfalteringly through 
his long life. 

He served an apprenticeship to the leather 
business, but did not pursue it on account of 
the great reverses in business suffered by his 
father, who was reduced from affluence to the 
condition of a bread-earner, and obliged to start 
life anew. Samuel then learned the wall-paper 
business, which he conducted in connection with 
the queensware business with his father, in 
Frederick, Md. 

When nineteen years of age he felt it to be 
his duty to put on a plain dress, which he did, 
and with this change gave up everything which 
interfered with a consistent maintenance of the 
principles of the Society of Friends, to which 
he was ever after a devoted adherent, believing 
that they represented the pure teachings of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

About this time he first appeared in testimony 
in meetings, and was recorded a minister at the 
age of twenty-four years. 

In 1833, following the leadings of duty, he 
went to Frederick County, Virginia, and taught 
school. He then went to Ohio, where he was 
similarly employed for one year. Returning to 
Virginia in 1835, he was married the same year 
to Martha Ann Griffith, at old Hopewell Meet- 
ing House. She was the daughter of John and 
Rachel Griffith, both honored elders, and greatly 
beloved in that State. She proved to be a true 
helpmeet to her husband in every way, and was 
enabled to be deeply baptized with him in the 
many and varied exercises which were permitted 
to come upon him as a minister of Jesus Christ. 

He continued teaching in Virginia until 1846, 
when he removed to Bellefonte, Pa., and “took 
charge of the Academy there, where he con- 
tinued for three years, having among his schol- 
ars the Curtins, Valentines, Thomases, etc., who 
retained a great respect for him. 

He was unusually well qualified for teaching, 
combining great gentleness with firmness, and 
gained both the respect and affection of his nu- 
merous pupils. He managed, without difficulty, 
large boys and young men who had defied pre- 
vious teachers, and, at Bellefonte especially, 
brought a state of disorder and rebellion into 
order and discipline. 

When visiting Virginia he was always called 
upon by some of his old pupils, now prominent 
men and active in the business and politics of 
that State, who remembered him and his influ- 
ence over them witb affection and gratitude. 

In the summer of 1848 he made a visit to 
Virginia, travelling with his wife and four small 
children in a carriage (there being then no other 
mode of conveyance). The trip occupied a 
week each way upon the road. 

In the spring of 1849 he removed, with his 
family of six children to Philadelphia, settling 
in the limits of the Northern District Monthly 
Meeting, which he continued to attend diligently 
throughout his life, never omitting the attend- 
ance of week-day meetings, whatever the pres- 
sure of business might be. 

He seldom attended meetings other than his 
own, feeling that, while duty led some to visits 
in Gospel love more or less extended, it was his 
place to remain at home and minister to the 
flock there, as such service might be required. 

He was favored to attain to an introversion 
of spirit in meeting to such a remarkable degree 
that, although oppressed with cares all his long 














life, he repeatedly said, “ These were never al- 
lowed to hinder his communion and worship 
there.” 

He was a diligent reader of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, making them his daily companion, and 
was more familiar with their contents than most 
Bible students, being able to locate almost any 
verse or incident that might be inquired for at 
any time. He was quite conversant with the 
writings and Journals of Friends, and had 
printed and largely distributed, at different 
times, extracts from the writings of George Fox, 
William Penn, John Woolman and others; 
also from the sermons of Stephen Crisp and 
Samuel Fothergill, besides several papers of his 
own composition. He was also acquainted with 
many of the best authors, both ancient and 
modern, from whom he often quoted. 

While diligent in business he was fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord, doing all things as in 
his sight, and as unto Him. 

In the exercise of his gift as a minister, he 
was dignified, earnest, clear, forcible and con- 
vineing, ever having an eye single to the glory 
of God. He rarely repeated in his sermons any 
part of a former communication, but brought 
forth from the treasury matter both old and 
new, often quoting some extracts from pious 
authors to elucidate his subject. In the last 
sermon, at his own meeting, in Ninth Month, 
1893, he quoted these lines : 





































































































































































































Wide as the world is God’s command, 
Vast as eternity his love. 

Firm as a rock his Truth shall stand 
When rolling years shall cease to move. 

He always regarded public prayer as a ser- 
vice of the greatest importance. 

Samuel IF’. Balderston left but little written 
matter expressive of his own exercises and feel- 
ings, except a few letters, mostly addressed to 
his children. 

In one, written in 1880, he says, “ This morn- 
ing, as I lay reflecting, I felt my strength re- 
newed in the omnipotence of God. Omnipotence, 
what a word to dwell upop! And what a mercy 
inexpressible, that we may lean upon Him, yes, 
‘Lean upon Him on whom archangels lean.’ 

“ T am renewedly convinced that the more we 
seek for and trust in Divine aid and power the 
more we shall receive it from Him. 

“* Let every one’s faith stand in the power of 
God,’ was the constant language of George 
Fox. And truly, there is no other help, no 
other support but in his power and goodness 
and mercy, manifested to mankind in his Son, 
to whom He bare this record on the Mount: 
‘This is my beloved Son. Hear ye Him,’ 
Through many and varied trials and vicissi- 
tudes, for fifty-three years, this has been my 
support, my help, my hope, my trust.” 

In a letter of another date he writes: 

“ Greatly do I desire your present happiness, 
which can only be found in true wisdom’s pleas- 
ant ways, but far more do I desire for you, and 
for us all, that when the curtain shall be drawn 
and eternity shall open upon us, we may all be 
gathered safe into the heavenly garner, even 
into that holy and heavenly city whose walls 
are salvation, and whose gates are everlasting 
praise. 
the outward sun nor of the moon to shine in it, 
but the Lord God and the Lamb are the light 
thereof. 
life, an increasing desire for myself, and for all 
dear to me, that we may all be permitted to join 
with the innumerable multitude in singing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb. My soul bows 
before the Eternal Majesty on your behalf, and 
























































































































































































































































































































A city which needeth not the light of 


I find as I draw nearer to the close of 


THE FRIEND. 


for us all, that we may be preserved unto the 
end of our days, and at last enter into eternal 
rest and peace.” 

Toward the close of life our dear Friend was 
afflicted with the total loss of sight, and an ill- 
ness continuing nearly a year and a half, during 
which he manifested great patience and uttered 
many weighty expressions. 

He departed this life the fifth of First Month, 
1895, in the eighty-fifth year of his age, having 
been an acceptable minister nearly sixty years, 
and we doubt not has joined the just of all 
generations. 





THe Deviw’s Misstonary Work. — The 
American Issue quotes from the note-book of 
one who was present at a meeting of the Ohio 
Liquor League some years ago, these words 
from an officer of the League who, when dis- 
cussing and citing the conditions of success in 
the trade, remarked: 

“It will appear from these facts, gentlemen, 
that the success of our business is dependent 
largely upon the creation of appetite for drink. 
Men who drink liquor, like others, will die, 
and if there is no new appetite created, our 
counters will be empty, as will our coffers. Our 
children will go hungry, or we must change 
our business to that of some other more re- 
munerative. 

“The open field for the creation of this appe- 
tite is among the boys. After men are grown 
and their habits are formed, they rarely ever 
change in this regard. It will be needful, 
therefore, that missionary work be done among 
the boys, and I make the suggestion, gentlemen, 
that nickels expended in treats to the boys now, 
will return in dollars to your tills after the ap- 
petite has been formed. Above all things create 
appetite!” 

This is the kind of “ missionary work” done 
by the fifty-five thousand eight hundred and 
seven bartenders and seventy-one thousand four 
hundred and twelve saloon-keepers who act as 
Satan’s missionaries in the dram-shops of this 
country. Could Satan himself show greater 
and more malignant craft? What are you do- 
ing to hinder it? 

Is it not time that Christians do a little mis- 
sionary work in the same “open field?” Who 
will help? The people should be taught, the 
young should be warned, the unwary should be 
cautioned. Cheap illustrated literature should 
be scattered everywhere to show the dangers of 
indulgence in strong drink and guide the young 
in paths of truth and soberness. 





A Letrer from Augustine, Fla., is published 
in The American Journal of Science, which tells 
of the body of “an immense octopus” thrown 
ashore some miles south of that city. Nothing 
but the stump of the tentacles remained, as it 
had evidently been dead for some time before 
being washed ashore. The body measured eigh- 
teen feet in length by ten feet in breadth. Its 
immense size and condition prevented all at- 
tempts at preservation. Prof. A. E. Verrill 
says that the proportions given indicate that 
this may have been a squid-like form and not 
an octopus. The “breadth” is evidently that 
of the softened and collapsed body, and would 
represent an actual maximum diameter in life 
of at least seven feet, and a probable weight of 
four to five tons for the body and head. These 
dimensions are decidedly larger than those of 
any of the well-authenticated Newfoundland 
specimens. It is perhaps a species of Architeu- 
this. Professor Steenstrup recorded many years 





Church. 
twenty years of age, who, on the occasion of 
our taking a meal at his mother’s house in 
Northern Russia, had pleaded in the loving 
earnestness of his heart for what I felt the 
Spirit of the Lord condemned. As my thoughts 
turned toward them, while lying awake on my 
bed one night, it seemed as if the Saviour ap- 
peared and beckoned to me, and I rose up and 
followed. We came shortly to a large gateway, 
over which was written in bold letters: 
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ago a species of this genus (A. duz), taken jn 
1855 in the West Indian seas, but his example 
was much smaller than the one here recorded, 
—Late Paper. 





A Vision. 
A minister of the Society of Friends, whilst 


on a religious visit to Russia, had the following 
experience. 


He says :— 

“ While in the Transcaucasus my mind had 
been much exercised about Princess —~ and 
her son, dear Christian people of the Greek 
He was a fine young man of about 


“¢The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 


thereof: thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and Him only shalt thou serve.’ 


“We passed through into a beautiful garden, 


where were all manner of shrubs, trees, and 
flowers, ‘pleasant to the sight and good for 
food.’ 
clear brightness that did not dazzle; the song 
of birds and hum of happy life caused a sweet- 
ness of harmony that cannot be described ; noth- 
ing jarred or disturbed the perfection of the 
whole. 
that seemed endless, till we came to a more 
open part, where were erected large and mag- 
nificent buildings, judged by a sense I had 
once known, but which now looked nothing 
more than the toy buildings I made .when | 
was a boy with my little wooden bricks. 
of these was called the ‘Greek Church,’ another 
the ‘ Roman Catholic,’ and another the ‘Angli- 
can,’ while spreading in all directions were smal- 
ler buildings of a similar kind, but all professed- 
ly erected for the same object. 
them music was issuing that some might con- 
sider the perfection of harmony and sound, but 
it fell dead and lifeless on the ear. 
first the ‘Greek Church ;’ not a seat was vacant, 
and priests in gorgeous vestments were attend- 
ing to the duties of their Order; numberless 
candles lit up a magnificent display of colors, pic- 
tures, and arrangements most imposing. 
ing a little lull in the service my Companion 


The air was balmy, and there was a 


We passed on, through paths of beauty 


One 


From some of 


We entered 


Dur- 


called, in a voice of power, pity and love, 
‘Come to Me.’ 

A very few appeared to hear Him, but among 

them I noticed my friend and her son turn a 

responsive look. Not one of the priests did I 


see take any notice, except that two or three, 


who kept their backs toward Him, were more 
diligent in their respective employments. With 
a look of deep tenderness He turned and went 
out, no one following Him. Oh! that a lost 
world could see that look. I have seen nothing 
to compare it to; no pen nor pencil could de- 
scribe it. We entered each building in turn, 
and in each the same loving invitation from 
his lips went forth, ‘Come to Me.’ In some of 
the smaller and less pretentious buildings the 
proportion of those who turned a responsive 
look to his tender call was much larger than in 
the more showy ones, but none arose and fol- 
lowed. He looked sad and thoughtful, but be- 
neath it all could be discerned a Kingly power. 

“We walked on, leaving these churches be- 
hind us, but there was a change in all sur- 
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rounding; the garden, though still retaining 
much of its beauty, had lost its former freshness, 
and a blight and sense of oppression rested over 
it and over all. Presently we came to a deep, 
wide, and extensive ditch, in which were human 
bones—the collection of centuries, and the out- 
come of persecutions by the professing Church. 
Many of them were fresh, and in some cases the 
flesh was still decaying on the skeleton. Now 
He spoke to me, as we gazed on the sad spec- 
tacle, and said, ‘Son of man, seest thou what 
these people have done, and are still doing, in 
My name, and for my honor?’ 

“Close by was a building, differing from any 
we had seen before. Over the doorway was 
written: ‘I was in prison and ye visited me.’ 
As we passed through we heard the clank of 
irons, and entering a cell, a prisoner, whose 
face was radiant with joy, rose up to meet Him 
as he recognized his Lord. He took his hand 
and sat down by him, and for the first time 
seemed at rest. Motioning me to leave, He 
said: ‘Go and tell my Church where they will 
find Me.’” 


He Hears anp HeEtps.—A young accountant 
in New York City got his accounts entangled. 
He knew he was honest, and yet he could not 
make his accounts come out right, and he toiled 
at them day and night until he was nearly 
frenzied. It seemed by these books that some- 
thing had been misappropriated, and he knew 
before God he was honest. The last day came. 
He knew if he could not that day make his ac- 
counts come out right he would go into disgrace 
and go into banishment from the business es- 
tablishment. He went over there very early, 
before there was anybody in the place, and he 
knelt down at the desk and said: “O Lord, 
thou knowest I have tried to be honest, but I 
cannot make these things come out right! Help 
me to-day—help me this morning!” The young 
man arose hardly knowing why he did so, opened 
a book that lay on the desk, and there was a 
leaf containing a line of figures which explained 
everything. In other words, he cast his burden 
upon the Lord, and the Lord sustained him. 
Young man, do you hear that? O, yes, God 
has a sympathy with anybody that is in any 
kind of toil! He knows how heavy is the hod 
of bricks that the workman carries up the lad- 
der of the wall; He hears the pickaxe of the 
miner down in the coal shaft; He knows how 
strong the tempest strikes the sailor at the mast- 
head; He sees the factory girl among the spin- 
dles, and knows how her arms ache; He sees 
the sewing woman in the fourth story, and 
knows how few pence she gets for making a 
garment; and louder than all! the din and roar 
of the city comes the voice of a sympathetic 
God: “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
He shall sustain thee.”— Talmage. 
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As to Miracles. 


Miracles! Why should anybody stumble over 
them? The world itself is a miracle. It can 
be accounted for on no other basis. The scien- 
tists have failed to create a world upon their 
own theories. The scoffers have been non- 
plussed. The creation of the world is a mira- 
cle of miracles. 

It is not the province of a daily newspaper 
to dispute with theologians, but is it too much 
to suggest that the miraculous foundation of 
the planetary system may very well include 
minor miracles? Why the simplest surround- 
ings of every-day life are miracles. 


Open the 


palm of your hand before you and then close 
the fingers. How is it done? How account for 
the force unless it is of the miraculous? Every 
sense is a miracle — seeing, hearing, tasting, 
smelling, feeling. The air you breathe is a 
miracle. The brain, which gives you power to 
think, is a miracle. 

What is the use of wasting time over the dis- 
cussion of miracles? The fact that you are 
alive is a big enough miracle itself to swallow 
all these petty discussions. 

The above extract brings to remembrance 
the lines of Whittier :— 

“A marvel seems the Universe, 
A miracle our life and death ; 


A mystery which I cannot pierce, 
Around, above, beneath. 


In vain I task my aching brain, 
In vain the sages’ thought I scan, 
I only feel how weak and vain, 
How poor and blind is man.” 


World-Wide Peace Progress. 


A consideration of the recent world-wide 
progress of Peace and Arbitration, in spite of 
vast armaments, is well calculated to afford 
renewed encouragement to the many earnest 
workers, who on both sides of the Atlantic, 
have long been striving, through evil and good 
report, to promote the brotherhood of nations. 

Perhaps no year of the century, now so near 
its close, has witnessed more cheering signs of 
this progress than the one just terminated. For 
although it began amidst alarms of war and 
dangers of an unusual character, yet, as the 
months pass on, it was manifest that the pacific 
influences at work amongst the peoples and 
their rulers were more powerful than those 
tending to strife, and that good feeling was to 
triumph over wild passion. 

In particular, the end of 1896 brought across 
the Atlantic the welcome intelligence that the 
very important aim ofso many friends of Peace, 
for many years past, namely, the establishment 
and official acceptance of a general Treaty of 
Arbitration between the United States and 
Great Britain has been practically attained, 
and that the American Secretary of State and 
the English Ambassador at Washington have 
almost completed the terms of such a Treaty, 
providing for the constitution of an Arbitral 
hody consisting of three Judges of the United 
States Supreme Court and three of the English 
Judges, to whose decision are to be submitted 
all differences which may arise between the two 
countries during the next five years—the pres- 
ent limit of the Treaty, as an experimental 
measure. It may be well believed, that having 
been once tried, this Treaty will become a per- 
manent institution by subsequent renewals. In 
conjunction with the previous announcement, 
in President Cleveland’s Message to Congress, 
that the Venezuela difficulty between the two 
countries has also been put in the way of « final 
peaceful solution, this event is a matter for pro- 
found thankfulness and satisfaction—a feeling 
which is intensified by the expression, on the 
part of the incoming President of the United 
States, William McKinley, as conveyed in a 
letter from him to the Pennsylvania Peace 
Union, that he also rejoices in the peaceful 
relations between England and America; and 
he remarks with emphasis, “ Most certainly the 
citizens of the United States have a right to 
take pride in that their country is foremost in 
efforts towards arbitrating international dis- 
putes.” 


Turning from the Western to the Eastern 
Hemisphere, we also find increasingly pacific 
conditions, almost everywhere. One of the most 
gratifying of these is the growth of more cordial 
relations between Great Britian and the vast 
Empire of Russia, and also between her and 
her near neighbor the French Republic. The 
once formidable “Central Asian” bogey, which 
used to awaken so many fears and so much 
controversy, has almost disappeared, by the 
completion, in the last weeks of 1896, of the 
delimitation of the Russian boundaries on the 
confines of India and Afghanistan. The Rus- 
sian Government has shown a very conciliatory 
and honorable spirit in its procedure in this 
matter. The long-continued divergence of poli- 
cy between Russia and Great Britain, in refer- 
ence to the Otteman Empire, also shows signs 
of a closer agreement in the future. And the 
French Government appears more inclined than 
previously to unite in such international con- 
cert. One good effect of this is already shown 
by a quieter aspect of affairs in Armenia—that 
district whose misgovernment has been, for two 
years, the source of imminent danger to the 
peace of the world. The peril in that direction 
has by no means passed away, but it has decid- 
edly lessened during recent months. 

One of the most desirable elements for the 
promotion of International Peace, is an increas- 
ing degree of amity and co-operation between 
France and Great Britain. And here also, 
both President Faure and M. Hanotaux, as 
Minister of State, have recently given hopeful 
indications of a willingness to reciprocate any 
advances which may be forthcoming from this 
side of the Channel. And it is a cheering sign 
that one of the most influential of Parisian 
journals, the Figaro, has just published an 
article in favor of more intimate relations be- 
tween the two countries, an object which, it 
says, is desired by the majority of the French 
people and of their Parliamentary representa- 
tives. Italy, although suffering grievously from 
her naval ambition and warlike aspirations in 
Africa, has nevertheless concluded a peace with 
her late enemies. In Asia, the two neighbor- 
ing nations, China and Japan, are peacefully 
settling down after their war, which has inflict- 
ed serious injuries both upon the victors and 
the vanquished. British India, with Burmah 
and Assam, are quiescent; and so, in general, 
is all the vast continent of Asia. In Siberia, 
railways and commercial activity are progress- 
ing apace. 

Even in poor Africa, with its irritating sores 
in Egypt, the Soudan, Zanzibar, and the South, 
matters are not nearly so bad as they were a 
year ago. The Matabele War is reported as 
ended. The relations between the Transvaal 
and England are less strained, and in the great 
island of Madagascar, affairs are perhaps some- 
what less threatening than they were not long 
ago. 

The conditions of Spain as to Cuba and the 
Philippines, and with that of Turkey in refer- 
ence to Armenia and the Great Powers, afford 
ground for continuing anxiety, which, however, 
is not so acute as it was some monthsago. For 
Turkey shows some signs of yielding to com- 
bined European pressure, especially now that 
the very unwise agitation for solitary British in- 
terference has almost died away; and in Cuba 
there are not wanting indications that the long 
and terrible Civil War is approaching some 
sort of termination. 

May these remaining clouds on the political 
horizon of the new year be gradually dispelled, 
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and Peace continue yet further its world-wide 
progress. But, for what has been already, and 
especially of late, attained, there is abundant 
cause to take heart and thank God.— The Her- 
ald of Peace. 


open spaces started in Philadelphia ten years ago, 
twenty-seven small parks have been established. 

Caroline Woods died in St. Louis on the 24th ult., 
at the age of 123 years. It is said that her mental 
faculties were unimpaired. She was married in Louis- 
ville in 1800. 

Deaths in this city last week numbered 554, which 
is 24 more than the previous week, and 62 more than 
the corresponding week of 1896. Of the foregoing, 297 
were males and 257 females: 125 died of pneumonia ; 
58 of consumption ; 45 of heart disease ; 22 of apoplexy ; 
20 of diphtheria; 19 of convulsions; 18 of old age; 14 
of bronchitis; 13 of inflammation of the kidneys; 13 
of inflammation of the brain; 12 of inanition ; 11 of 
whooping cough ; 10 of influenza (laGrippe) ; 9 of ma- 
rasmus ; 7 of inflammation of the stomach and bowels, 
and 9 from casualties. 

Markets, &c. — U. 8. 2’s, 95 a 97; 4’s, reg., 1119 a 
112}; coupon, 113 a 113}; new 4’s, 1224 a 123; 5's, 
1133 a 114; currency 6's, 103 a 106. 

Corron.—Middling uplands officially quoted at 7}4c. 

Frep.—Spot bran ranged from $12.75 to $13.50 per 
ton for winter in bulk, and $12.50 a $13.00 for spring 
in sacks. 

FLour.—Winter super, $2.55 a $2.80; do., extras, 
$2.90 a $3.20 ; Pennsylvania roller, clear, $4.10 a $4.25; 
do., do., straight, $4.25 a $4.40 ; Western winter, clear, 
$4.10 a $4.25; do., do., straight, $4.25 a $4.40: do., 
do., patent, $4.50 a $4.65; spring, clear, $3.65 a $3.80 ; 
do., straight, $4.00 a $4.25 ; do., patent, $4.30 a $4.45 ; 
do., favorite brands, higher. City mills, extra, $3.05 
a $3.30; do., clear, $4.05 a $4.30; do., straight, $4.30 
a $4.50; do., patent, $4.55 a $4.80. Rye Frour.— 
$2.75 per bbl. for choice Pennsylvania. BockWHEAT 
FLour.—$1.15 a $1.25 per 100 pounds, as to quality. 

Grain.—No. 2 red wheat, 86 a 86}c. 


———_——- »-. 


A REMARKABLE incident which was told me 
by G. W. Taylor, illustrative of Burritt’s singu- 
lar mastery of languages, happened while he 
was still at work at the forge in his native 
town of Worcester. A vessel sailing from Bos- 
ton had been cast away on one of the South 
Sea Islands, and the details of the shipwreck, 
set furth in the dialect of the island, were for- 
warded to the vessel’s owners, and presented by 
them to the Boston insurers. The learned pun- 
dits of Harvard College were thereupon con- 
sulted as to this evidence, but none could un- 
lock the lingual mystery. Finally, one of them 
remarking that he had heard of the notable 
attainments in languages of a blacksmith over 
in Worcester, a delegation was appointed to 

roceed thither and have a talk with the man. 

lihu was found busily at work at his forge. 
Could he enlighten the professors as to those 
“ crow tracks” which were all a mystery to them? 
Scanning the manuscript, he confessed that the 
writing was one with which he was not exactly 
familiar, but if they would leave it in his care 
he would see what he could do with it. This 































































was done. In a short time a complete transla- No. 2 mixed corn, 26 a 26}c. 
tion was forwarded, and the underwriters being No. 2 white oats, 23 a 23}c. 







Beer Catrie.—Extra, 4} a 5c.; good, 4} a 48c; 
medium, 4} a 4%c.; common, 4 a 4c. 

SHEEP AND LamBs.—Extra, 4} a 4}c.; good, 4a 4}c.; 
medium, 3} a 3c; common, 3 a 3}c.; lambs, 4 a 53e 

Hoas.—Best Western, 53 a 5}c.; common sorts, 5} a 
5hc.:; State, 49 a 5c. 

ForEIGN—England’s total foreign trade in 1896 
amounted to $3,126,315,395, while our own reached 
only $1,642,925,161. 

Not a single ship bearing the United States flag 
passed through the Suez Canal last year, according to 
the report of the Consul at Cairo, although the tratftic 
aggregated nearly $16,000,000. Two-thirds of the ves- 
sels using the water-way were British. 

Great Britain favors the establishment of adminis- 
trative autonomy in Crete, and believes that, subject 
to such system, Crete ought to remain a portion of the 
Turkish Empire. Notice has been sent to the Powers 
to this effect. 

It is said that King George and his cabinet declare 
that it is impossible for them to recall the Greek 
troops from Crete. They are resolvei to maintain 
their present policy. The proposal of the Powers is 
regarded as a precarious make-shift, which will not 
end the crisis. The blockade of Crete by the foreign 
warships is being strictly maintained, ; 

A number of Cretan Deputies have presented a me- 
morial to King George, stating that they had decided 
not to accept autonomy, but to continue their struggle 
to realize union with Greece. a 

A dispatch from Constantinople says that many of- 
ficials there declare that Turkey will never give her 
consent to the scheme of the Powers to establish au- 
tonomous government in Crete. 

The peace of Europe may hang upon the settlement 
of the present difficulty in Crete, and the way that is 
safest, that of the Powers insisting upon the island 
remaining as part of the Turkish Empire, is the one 
that is most unpopular to the people of all the coun- 
tries whose interests are involved. If the Powers 
crush Greece the whole world will protest ; if they do 
not, the peace of Europe may be imperilled. It is an 
awkward situation any way it is looked at, and the most 
cheering thought it suggests is that it may force a final 
settlement of the Armenian question, which is such a 
disgrace to modern civilization, and which would have 
been settled long ago had not each great nation feared 
the influence of the other. Every day the situation is 
becoming more desperate, owing to the fact that 
throughout the island the state of war prevents any 
attention being paid to the crops. In the towns which 
are besieged by the insurgents the situation is much 
worse than it is in the country districts. In Heraklion 
alone, where there has been a very large influx of 
refugees, the outlook is very serious. There is now 
in the town, counting the regular Moslem population 


fully satisfied as to the loss, the claim of the 
owners, which amounted to thousands of dollars, 
was paid. How was Burritt to be reimbursed? 
The forge was again visited, and the “ Learned 
Blacksmith” was asked for his bill. Despite 
all expostulations to the contrary, he refused 
to charge avy more compensation for his valua- 
ble labor than what he would have received 
had he been engaged at bis ordinary daily em- 
ploy. However, when afterward in England 
(he was appointed United States Consul at Bir- 
mingham in 1865), his grateful beneficiaries 
settled a thousand dollar annuity upon him, 
the interest of which was paid him the rest of 
his life.—Selected. 





























SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Untrep Srates.—The United States Treasury debt 
statement shows a net increase in the public debt, less 
cash in the Treasury, during Second Mo., of $4,592,137. 
Total cash in the Treasury, $864,338,167. 

At the British Embassy at Washington, the Spanish 
draft of the Anglo-Venezuelan treaty has been signed 
by Sir Julian Panncefote and Minister Andrade, and 
the document is finally ready for submission to the 
Venezuelan Congress, conforming to the constitutional 
provision that it must be in the language of that 
country. 

On the 26th of Second Month the Spanish Minister 
in Washington was advised by Marquis de Ahumada 
that the pardon for Julio Sanguilly had been received 
from Madrid. Sanguilly was immediately released 
from prison, and has since sailed for Key West. 

The Indiana Supreme Court has decided that women 
have no right to vote under the present State Consti- 
tution. 

A law making all contracts payable in gold non- 
collectible and void, passed both branches of the Ok- 
lahoma Legislature last week. 

Efforts are making, to sell to the Government, for 
$50,000, the farm of 112 acres, near Hodgenville, Ky., 
on which Abraham Lincoln was born. 

A number of people in New York have formed a 
club called the Mycological Club, which, as its name 
indicates, will have for its objects the “ classification 
and identification of the larger fungi of the Unite 
States; the study of edible mushrooms and toadstools, 
and also the poisonous varieties, and to arouse a wider 
interest in economic foods.” 

A Salt Lake City despatch says that a volcano has 
burst forth in the Great Salt Lake. 

Meehan’s Monthly says that since the movement for 
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and the refugees, fully 25,000 persons. Provisions are 
very scarce and a famine is imminent. Large numbers 
of the refugees are already dying of starvation, and it 
was knowledge of this fact that led Korakas, the Greek 
leader, to issue his order permitting the cultivation of 
the fields near the town. 

China imported 13,000,000 square feet of American 
lumber last year, most of it from the States of Oregon 
and Washington. 

A Bombay dispatch dated Second Month 23rd says, 
“The official plague-returns for the past week show a 
distinct abatement in the ravages of the disease.” 

Advices from Delhi, India, state that in Sirsa, in 
which district there is more suffering from the famine 
than in any other section of the Southern Punjab, the 
death-rate has reached 23 per cent. of the population, 
40,000 persons having died. The killing of the cattle 
by the Mohammedans is causing trouble with the 
Hindoos. The usurers are reaping a harvest. 

The Japanese Government has decided to adopt a 
gold standard of currency upon a ratio of 324 to 1, 
The silver yen, or dollar, will be gradually withdrawn 
from circulation, and the smallest gold piece will be 
of the valne of tive yen. The new standard will go 
into operation Tenth Month next. 

A New York Herald correspondent writes: “Cheer- 
ing admissions have been made by the Government as 
to the progress of negotiations with Argentine looking 
to the settlement of the boundary dispute with the Re- 
public. It is stated that the Commissioners of Chili 
and Argentina have arrived at a perfect understanding 
as to the boundary line through Atacama. This is 
highly important, as the line at this point was the 
chief bone of contention, involving relations with Bo- 
livia. If this line should be determined by arbitra- 
tion, as is now proposed, a signal victory in the in- 
terests of peaceful relations with Argentina will have 
been achieved.” 


Westtown BoarpinG ScHoou.—Applications for 
the admission of pupils to the school, and letters in 
regard to instruction and discipline should be ad- 
dressed to WinttamM F. Wickersuam, Principal. 

Payments on account of board and tuition, and 
communications in regard to business should be for- 
warded to Epwarp G. SMEDLEY, Superintendent. 

Address, Westtown P. O., Chester Co., Pa. 



















Westrown Boarpine ScHooi.—For convenience 
of persons coming to Westtown School, the stage will 
meet trains leaving Philadelphia 7.17 and 8.46 a. M., 
and 2.53 and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met when 
requested. Stage fare on regular trips, fifteen cents, 
on special trips, twenty-five cents each way. To reach 
the school by telegraph, wire West Chester Phone 85, 

Epwarp G. SMEDLEY, Sup’t. 


Westtown BoarptnG ScHoo..—The spring term 
will begin on Third Month 15th, 1897. Applications 
for admission should be made to 

Ws. F. WickersHAM, Principal, Westtown, Pa. 







































WantTep.—A middle aged Friend to serve as ma- 
tron for the Barclay Home; to enter upon her duties 
Fourth Month ist, 1897. Application may be made 
to Tue Barciay Home, 326 N. Walnut St., 

West Chester, Pa. 


Frienps’ [nstrrute Lyceum.—The next meeting 
will be held at 140 N. Sixteenth St., Sixth-day, Third 
Month 5th, 1897, at 8 Pp. M. 





Diep, at his residence in South Norwich, Ont., on 
the fifth of Ninth Month, 1896, Davip Stover, in his 
seventy-first year. 

, at his residence near New Durham, Ont., 
twenty-fourth of Twelfth Month, 1896, in the eightieth 
year of his age, WiLL1AM B. Mason. 

Both the above were members of Norwich Monthly 
Meeting of Friends (Conservative). 

——, CuarLes H. SHOEMAKER, formerly of Chel- 
tenham, Pa., on the sixteenth of Second Month, 1897, 
at the home of his son, Wm. C. Shoemaker, Richmond, 
Indiana, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. During 
the last several years of feeble health, those about him 
were comforted with evidences of a peaceful prepara- 
tion for his final change. The promise, “ Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee ; because he trusteth in Thee,” was oft revived 
to his comfort ; and when articulation had become ex- 
tremely difficult, in answer to the inquiry how he was 
feeling, a few words of that Scripture gave evidence 
that his mind was indeed stayed in peacefulness, All 
through his protracted decline he manifested a humble 
and grateful spirit, in which he quietly passed away. 
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